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SMITHSONITE was first identified in 1802 by chemist and 
mineralogist James Smithson whose bequest established 
the Smithsonian Institution.  This remarkable mineral composition of zinc carbonate (ZnCO3) is found in a vari-
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General Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month  at the Pasadena Central 
Library at 285 E. Walnut Street. 
Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month.  Refer to the bulletin for 
date, location and information.   
 
Workshops and instructions 
are offered in our well-equipped 
shop in Pasadena to all club 
members - normally on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month.  Refer 
to the bulletin for hours and the     
calendar for date changes. Eye 
protection, closed-toe shoes 
and machinery safe practices 

Membership per calendar year 
is $20, $15 for a second adult 
member in the same house.  
Junior members and the third or 
more members at the same 
house are $10. Initiation fee is 
$2.50 per person and member-
ship badges are $7.50. Renewals 
are due by the October General 
Meeting and delinquent after 
December 31st.  Mail checks for 
membership to P.O. Box 5025, 
Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Board Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the first Wednesday of the month 
at the One West Bank, 1 E. Foot-
hill  in Arcadia. All PLS members 
are welcome to attend.  

are mandatory for all participants. 
Call a board member for the   
workshop address. 
 
Workshops and field trips are for 
adult members and children with 
direct parental supervision. . 

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 

107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair @aol.com 

Officers present: Marcia Goetz,  
Carolyn Duncan & Linda Nelson. 
Chairs/Members present:  Vern 
& Sylvia Cliffe, Drew Wilson,  
Joe Goetz and Ed Imlay.   
    The sale of donated equip-
ment raised $84. It was ap-
proved to have a rock and gem 
show next year, subject to mem-
bership approval. 
    The board is seeking a loca-
tion of the December dinner 
meeting. Member help is appre-
ciated. 

The second half of the NOVA video 
on Mt. St. Helens kept us on edge! 
Ed Imlay won the amethyst cluster 
at the raffle and Joe Goetz an-
nounced that a fine stone necklace 
donated by Jim Gersbach will be 
the grand prize in August. Mark 
Nelson took T-Shirt and hat orders.  
Joe Goetz outlined the June and 
July field trips.   

AUCTION - AUCTION  
Bring your family and friends to our 

Summer Auction and Ice 
Cream Social.  Members are 
asked to bring rocks, slabs, 
rock-related items, books, 
antiques, equipment and oddi-
ties.  All proceeds go to the 
clubôs general fund, which 
pays for this newsletter. 

You can nominate a current or 
past member or special per-
son as Rockhounder Of The 
Year.  Send nominations to 
the Secretary. 

June Meeting Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 914-5030 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Carolyn Duncan, Vice President 
(909)  593-2781 

gem.quest@verizon.net 
 

Linda Nelson, Secretary/Treasurer 
(909) 592-1322 

(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

June Board Meeting 

by Linda Nelson, Secretary 

 Presidentõs Message 

Fellow Rockhounders,  
 
Itôs not even July yet as 
I write this and the heat 
is starting to settle in. 
The good thing is we 
have aspects of our 
hobby that arenôt out in 
the heat like beading, 
wire wrapping, cabbing 

and visiting the CFMS show in Riverside 
the weekend of July 13, 14, and 15. The 
host club (Valley Prospectors) has ia gold 

panning section similar to that offered 
by Knottôs Berry Farm and will put on a 
great show!  Since CFMS has a show 
in Southern California only every other 
year it will be a good opportunity to 
see it.  
 
We are having our big silent auction 
and ice cream social at the July meet-
ing!  This is our biggest fund-raiser for 
the club other than the show, so 
please plan to attend!  Please bring 
some rocks, slabs, rock-related items, 
books, antiques, equipment and oddi-
ties that you no longer use that we can 

put in the auction.  Nearby rock clubs are 
advertising the event to their members so 
we hope to have a great turnout and items 
added from our friends in those clubs.  Try 
to avoid parking in the library lot.  There is 
free parking on the street and in nearby 
lots after 6PM.  Bring some of your favorite 
ice-cream and a scoop!  
 
Please include the club meetings, work-
shops and field trips in the things you are 
planning with your family this summer! 
 

Marcia 
 Marcia Goetz,  President 

 

July Meeting 
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Meeting and General Club Information 

The Annual Club Show is held 
the second weekend of March at 
the Masonic Hall, 3130 Hunting-
ton Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card 
size ad is available for $99 per 
year or $10 per edition.  Submit 
text, logos, business card or 
other copy to the editor at the 
address or email listed on this 
page. 

Rockhounder 

 Of The Year 



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
I met with students at the E.O. Lawrence 
Elementary School in Garden Grove where I 
gave my Earth Sciences presentation and 
had a hands-on experience of interesting 
rocks.  To schedule me for my interactive 
presentation to school students, contact me 

at (626) 286-8215 or by email at edimlay @hotmail.com for details. 
 
Items displayed at the June meeting included Helenite and Trinitite glass; 
druzy quartz; blue jasper; a micro-mounted tourmaline crystal from Aprilôs 
field trip and a large piece of dendritic agate.  For the July meeting, mem-
bers can display any items of general interest or for 
identification, workshop projects, material from loca-
tions of recent or upcoming field trips, and the birth-

stone of the month:   Ruby.   
 
Editorôs note:  Did you know that Ruby is 
the only stone that that is the same in 
Modern, Traditional, Mystic and Ayurvedic 

birthstones?   
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Edõs Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

July 2012 

Marcia Goetzô mother moved into her new 
home in Azusa, so Marcia can now resume her 
Presidential Duties :). 
 
If you know anyone who is not feeling up to par, has 
been sick or lost a loved one?  On the silver lining 

side of things, do you  know who  has  achieved a goal, won a personal 
victory, or done something that deserves recognition? The Pasadena Lapi-
dary Society has a Sunshine Committee to send cards and words of com-
fort and support and congratulations to those members who are in need or 
are deserving of it.  Notify Trudy Krose at 323-664-9598 or by email at    

mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 
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Welcome  

New Members !! 
 

Welcome Kelly Matheny and her son Zack 
Jibrin!  They live in Hacienda Heights and attended the May 
meeting and Lavic Siding field trip!  We were joined at the 
May and June field trips by Susan SooHoo and Hailey 
Carter who are interested in joining our group. Share the 
lapidary and jewelry hobby. Invite your friends and neighbors 
to become members of the Pasadena  Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
JULY 2012 - VP Carolyn Duncan will present a second class on making a 
2x2 chain and Rosary Wrap bracelet..  Bring 8 beads of your choice, 8mm 
(pea size), round nose, flat nose and chain nose pliers and flush cutters.  
Copper jump rings and some tools will be provided.  If you want a different 
metal, bring your own jump rings - 20ga, 1/8ò I.D.   Jump rings and tools 
can be obtained at The San Gabriel Bead Company (See ad below). 
 
 Workshop hours are from 1:30 until 5PM.  Parking is on the west side of 
street - please park compactly along the curb so that others will have room 
to park behind you.  Alternate parking is available next door to the work-
shop in a paved lot behind the buildings on Foothill Boulevard.  Call 909-
996-1784 for directions. 

There will be a Show Wrap-Up Meeting at 10 AM on 
Sunday, July 8th before the workshop.  Please pre-
pare written comments and observations from the 
2012 show and suggestions for improving our 2013 
Show.  If you cannot attend, please mail, fax or email 
your suggestions to our Secretary, Linda Nelson.                      

Please list the top four reasons for having our show! 

Support our bulletin by supporting our 
advertisers!  Make a point of shopping at 
and visiting the shops of the companies 
who have ads in this newsletter and   
mention that you saw their ad in        
Rockhound Ramblings! 

Meeting Refreshments: John & Jesse Adamczyk, 
Wendy Ansel and Jason Badgley were unable to 
attend the June meeting, so there were no refresh-
ments.  Trudy Krose volunteered to coordinate the 
refreshments starting in August.  To help her with 
this, call Trudy at (323) 664-9598 . 

Auction - Auction - Auction 
 SILENT AUCTION & ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Join us for a wham-bam of fast-moving action, excitement 
and fun!  Bring your enthusiasm and some money.  There 
will be plenty of rocks, slabs, jewelry, findings, equipment, 
plants, antiques, dvdôs, polishing grit, fun oddities ð and 
plenty of deals! Donôt be left out.  These deals come about 
once a year.  This is the time to stock up at unbeatable 
prices.  You can't win if you donôt bid - and you canôt bid if 
you donôt come.  All items go to the highest bidder.   
 
Remember, this is on our new meeting night of the 3rd Tues-
day of each month - July 17th - set up at 
6:30pm, auction starts at 7PM - See You 
There!   

ððð- Carolyn Duncan, Program Chair 
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ety of colors and only rarely in well formed crystals.  The typical 
form is in the botryoidal shape as shown on the cover of this 
monthôs newsletter.  When it does form as a crystal the shape is 
that of rhombohedrons.  It has a Mohs hardness of 4.5 and a 
specific gravity of 4.4 to 4.5.  
  
Smithsonite occurs as a secondary mineral, often in the overbur-
den dumps of mines producing silver, lead and zinc - as at the 
Cerro Gordo Mines in the Inyo Mountains, in Inyo County, Califor-
nia which was the CFMS South Field Trip in June, 2012.  It is 
sometimes found with other interesting minerals such as  angle-
site, anhydrite, argentite, atacamite, aurichalcite, azurite, barite, 
bindheimite, bouronite, calcite, and caledonite, cermrgyrite, ce-
russite, ceruantite, chrysocolla, dufrenoysite, fluorite, galena, 
eothite, greenockite, hemimorphite, hollosite, hydrozincite, 
jamesonite, leadhillite, limonite, linerite, liroconite, malachite, mi-
metite, plumbgumite, pyrite, quartz, silver, smithsonite, sphar-
lerite, tetrahedrite, willemite 
and wulfenite. 
 
When combined chemically 
with manganese it can 
form rhodochrosite, and 
with iron to siderite. 
 
Cerro Gordo, east of Lone 
Pine, California, once-
thriving mining camp of 
thousands is now the home 
of Richard Desmarais and 

his wife - once school teachers and now teachers and preservers 
of history in this remote ghost town.  A club member that I spoke 
with said he had been here 20 years ago and there was Smithso-
nite scattered throughout the area.  Another member who was 
here 5 years ago related finding it after digging just below the 
surface.  While few people found 
Smithsonite on this trip it was gener-
ally agreed that what is to be found will 
not be discovered laying right on the 
surface unless exposed by snow or 
rain.        ð- Editor       

(Continued from page 1) 

Club T-Shirts:  An order was placed last 
month.  Several additional shirts and hats 
were ordered for a limited inventory.  Con-
tact Mark Nelson at mnelsonair@aol.com 
or call (909) 592-1322 if you would like to 
purchase one.    

Dobell Ranch Petrified Wood 
Holbrook, Arizona 

Great selection and prices on petrified wood!  
Open every day!   

 
AZ-77 south from the center of Holbrook.  At the intersec-
tion of US 180, turn left for 12.6 miles.  Turn left at a white 
sign for the historic visitors museum with a drawing of a 

female deer and a bell (Doe-Bell).  Drive the 
old paved highway lined with petrified wood 
until it ends at the Dobell Ranch.  Ask for 
Gordon Dobell or Tonya Black!  Fill a 5-gallon bucket with    
petrified wood or select larger pieces for your own museum! 
 

Show a copy of this ad for a Special Rock Club Discount! 

DoBell Ranch 
Petrified wood.   
- Photo by Editor. 

Tonya Black 

From the Kelly Mine, Magdalena Mining   
District, New Mexico. 

Add your creativity to our bulletin!  Written origi-
nal or photocopied articles are welcome and 
much appreciated.  Send them to the editor (see 
page 2) by the 15th of the month for inclusion in 
the following month. 

       Left:  Cerro Gordo Caretaker and   
historian Robert Desmarais shows a piece 
of local Smithsonite. 

Above Right: PLS 

members Bob Brice 

and Philip Lahr find 

smelted ore containing a high 

percentage of silver.  

Smithsonite in a rock  
seam  found by Danny 
Watts of the Mojave 
Desert Gem & Mineral 
Society. 

Cerro Gordo Smithsonite 

Left:  From Cerro Gordo 

we could see 14,505 ft 

Mt. Whitney, Owens 

Lake and the southern 

portion of the Sierra  

Nevada Mountains. 

Hotel at Cerro Gordo 


