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Real or Not?  With global commerce making once remote markets for minerals 
and fossils only a computer click away it is possible for the average collector to 
purchase multi million-year-old treasures from a source half-way around the 
world.  But, with the increase in such commerce comes the increase in fake   
fossils.  For a brief insight into this world see the story on page 4. 

MARCH, 2014  

Presidentõs  

Message 

2  

Club News, Contact  & 

Club Information 

2  

Edõs Corner 

Workshop 

 Current Club News  

Current  Club Events 

3  

Feature Article: 
Fake Moroccan Fossils 

4  

Recent Club Events 

2014 Field Trips 

5  

Field Trip  

Editorõs Quiz 

Federation Reports 

6  

Tips & Information 

Shows  

Member-to-Member 

7  

Calendar  8  

INSIDE  THIS         

ISSUE  



 General Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the third Tuesday of each month  at 
the Pasadena Central Library at 
285 E. Walnut Street. Guests are        
welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month.  Refer to the bulletin and 
website for date, location and info.   
 
Workshop: The use of the clubôs 
equipment is available to members 
from 9am to 5pm on the 2nd    
Sunday of each month in our            
shop at 123 E. Montecito Ave., 
Sierra Madre. There are two ses-
sions - from 9am to 1pm and 1pm 
to 5pm.  Equipment   proficiency is 
required and instruction is free. 
Fees are $3 per session or $5 for a 
full day.  Bring lunch!  Refer to 
pages 3 for classes and 8 for dates.  

Membership per calendar year is 
$20, $15 for a second adult member 
in the same house.  Junior members 
and the third or more members at the 
same house are $10. Initiation fee is 
$2.00 per person and membership 
badges are $7.50. Renewals are due 
by the October General Meeting and 
delinquent after December 31st.  
Mail checks for membership to P.O. 
Box 5025, Pasadena CA  91117-
0025. 
 
Board Meetings: 7:15 PM on the 
second Tuesday of the month at the 
Plymouth Campus of the Monrovia 
Adult School.  Map and directions 
are on the website. All PLS members 
are welcome to attend.  
 
Website:  
www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org 

Safety: Liability  waivers, eye protec-
tion, closed-toe, flat-heel shoes and 
machinery safe-practices are manda-
tory for all participants.  Workshops 
and field trips are for adult members 
and juniors with adult supervision. 

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This publication 
may contain copyrighted material the 
use of which has not been specifically 
authorized by the copyright owner.  
 
We are making such material available 
in our efforts to advance the educational 
understanding of the amateur jewelry 
fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. 
 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of 
any such copyrighted material as 
provided for in section 107 of the U.S. 
Copyright Law.  
 
If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or purposes 
of your own that go beyond 'fair use', 
you must obtain permission from the 
copyright owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair @aol.com 

Officers present: Marcia & Joe  
Goetz, Martha Wilson and Linda 
Nelson. 
Chairs & Members present:  Chris 
Kyte, Carolyn Duncan, Ed Imlay 
and Mark Nelson. 
 Officers/Directors Absent:  Dave 
Kelty. 
 
The board meeting reviewed the 
upcoming shows, club meetings 
and ways to introduce events for 
club members to sell and swap 
lapidary material and jewelry. 
 

This month we welcome a number 
of our new members who have 
joined in February (listed on page 
3) and we expect more to join us  
at the March Show. 

We will also have presentations by 
two of our club members - Philip 
Lahr on the mineral Blue G, and 
Tom Traeger, who will take the 
mystery out of mineral identifica-
tion.  See the information on the 
Home Page of the Website. 

Wear your membership badge! 

April  Meeting  

Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 260-7239 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Martha Wilson, Vice President 
(626) 798-9085                          

marthaansley@gmail.com 
 

Linda Nelson, CPA 
Secretary/Treasurer 

(909) 592-1322 
(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

February Board Meeting                  

 Presidentõs Message 

Dear Members.  
 
The February general 
meeting was well attended!   
I want to thank Sylvia 
Cliffe, a very experienced 
exhibitor, for explaining 
options for setting up a 

case to show off your items.   
 And now......The Annual Show is 
here! I can really use your help at the show! 
Set up involves setting up tables, getting the 
electrical hooked up and lots of other stuff. 
Taking down is the same thing in reverse.  

 Ed Imlay has a few spots avail-
able at the demonstration tables - it is a 
fun place to be! You get to meet people 
who are interested in learning and are 
appreciative of your expertise. 
 Joe and Sylvia are accepting 
prizes for the Raffle Display. Ralph and 
Becky Fregoso need silent auction items 
(clean slabbed or clean rough rock, 
books or miscellany you think someone 
may bid on).  Contact me and Iôll have 
your donation picked up - or you can 
bring it to the show.    
 Jennifer Jang is organizing the 
cases in the display room for our regular 
and junior members.  Our cases are 

beautiful and all of the new lighting is      
installed!  Your items display well in them 
and they are FREE for members. Ed Imlay 
organize the Club Case again this year, so if 
you have a piece you want to show off in the 
club case bring it on Friday.  
 Iôm looking forward to the March 
general meeting when Philip Lahr will intro-
duce the mineral Blue G and our guest 
speaker will be Tom Traeger - Earth       
Sciences instructor La Canada High School.  
This will be a particularly informative       
evening!   See you there! 
 
 éé.. Marcia 
              Marcia Goetz, President 

 

February Meeting 
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Meeting and General Club Information                                                                            

By Linda Nelson, Secretary 

The Annual Club Show is held the 
second weekend of March at the 
Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington 
Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card size 
ad is available for $99 per year or 
$10 per edition.  Submit text, logos, 
business card or other copy to the 
editor at the address or email listed 
on this page. 

     At the Rock Of The Month talk, 
Briana Casay spoke about the 
remarkable gem - Tanzanite!  .  
 Marcia showed how to 
make liners for the clubôs display 
cases. Sylvia Cliff, who has consid-
erable experience in displaying 
cases in shows, talked about the 
best ways to mount, arrange and 
display material in our cases.             
 Jennifer Jang announced 
that there were still club display 
cases for the use of members for 
the show.   

 

March Program Meeting 

2014 California Federation Show - 
is being hosted by our club! May 30th 
- June 1st at the L.A. County Fairplex 
in Pomona! 
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EDUCATIONAL  OUTREACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 

On January 27th I spoke to a group of Cub 
Scouts in San Marino and on February 12th 
I visited three second trade classes at 
Longfellow School in Pasadena!  These 
hands-on presentations are receiving a lot 
of positive feedback.         

 
To schedule my educational presentation to your group or school 
contact me by phone at (626) 286-8215 or by email at                       
edimlay@hotmail.com.   
 
Identification: Would you like to know the name of a rock you have 
acquired?  Set it on the table at the rear of the meeting room with a 
note asking ñWhat is this?ò  If the interior of the stone is not evident, 
chip a small piece off or ñwindowò it to reveal the interior (if it will not 
damage the  appearance of the specimen).  
 
Display Table:  For the March meeting, please display any items of 
general interest, especially: workshop projects, material from       
locations of recent or upcoming field trips, and the birthstone of the 
month: Aquamarine. 

 
 

 
 

 

Edõs Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

MARCH, 2014  

Sunshine: Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Margaret Velarde upon the death of her mother.  
Margaret is the Jewelry and Lapidary Class    
instructor from Mt. San Antonio College. 

Congratulations to Paolo Sanchez (2014 Junior Rockhound 
Of The Year) for placing an amazing 6th on March 1st among 
the brightest students from over 100 junior high schools at the 
2014 Academic Decathlon sponsored by the Archdiocese Of 
Los Angeles!  The Archdiocese comprises the California    
counties of Los Angeles, Santa Barbara and Ventura. 

 
Do you know anyone who is not feeling up to par, has been sick or lost a 
loved one?  On the silver lining side of things, do you know who has  
achieved a goal, won a personal victory, or done something that deserves 
recognition? The Pasadena Lapidary  Society has a Sunshine Committee 
to send cards and words of comfort, support and congratulations to those 
members who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify Trudi Krose at     
323-664-9598 or by email at  mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 
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Welcome  

New Members !! 
 

Welcome Jennifer Nishimura (talented daughter of Rex and 
Chuie), Scout Leader Judy Scott, skilled lapidary artist JoAnn 
Nakamura, earth sciences teacher Tom Traeger, nurse       
practitioner Monica Dybalski , illustrator Genevieve Mariani, 
Valerie Statathosõ nephew Nicolas Kalem, aerospace engineer 
Sid Valluri with his wife Andi and daughter Chaya and informa-
tion technologies supervisor Sheryl Aitken to our  Society!  
Welcome them when you see them working at our show!  
 
Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby. Invite your friends and 
neighbors to one of our monthly meetings to learn more about 
the Pasadena Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
No less than seven new members came to this monthôs 
workshop where we completed the grab bags, jewel 
trees and worked on individual projects.  Antonio 
Franco, age 10, made substantial progress on his very 
first cabochon.  We are looking forward to introducing 
our new members to projects at the April workshop.  

Thanks to Ralph Fregoso, Joe Goetz and Mark Nelson for installing the new 
lighting that Valerie Stathatos donated in the saw room . 
 
ð Carolyn Duncan, Workshop Chair 

Meeting Refreshments ñ  
Thanks to Mary Kirmil, Ed and Corinne Imlay 
for the February refreshments!  Laura Davis 
and Cecilia Hernandez are scheduled for 
Marchôs meeting.  Thanks also to all who 

signed up last month!  We still need volunteers for June,  
September, October and November.  Contact me at (323) 664
-9598 or at mikekrose@roadrunner.com to sign up to bring 
munchies to a future meeting! éé. Trudi Krose 

ROCK OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION   
What is BLUE  G ?  Philip Lahr will introduce this remark-
able lapidary material at the March Meeting.  Talk to us 
about an interesting rock or mineral - give Martha Wilson a 

call to schedule a talk! 
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THANK YOU to Drew Wilson, who sent his 2015  membership renewal 
early!   Anyone else want to make this a trend? 

 

òA March born shall always be 
Soothed by Aqua, gem of sea  

This mermaidõs treasured stone you wear 
Will bring happiness, love, affection and care.ó 

 
Source: Birthstones.org.uk  
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 FARRIN  OôCONNOR   

DESIGN        

146 W. Bellevue Drive, Pasadena 

This is a true ñhidden gemò for those interested in lapidary 
and jewelry work.  A fully-stocked store with books, tools, beads and 
findings awaits you.  Learn how to make jewelry from start-to-finish in 
their one-day classes for all experience levels at: 
   ééééé...www.farrinoconnordesign.com/classes 
 

      Call them at (626) 796-5300.  Free fenced parking! 

Pasadena 
Lapidary 
Society 
Member 
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Fossils - Real or Fake? 
By Mark Nelson - Pasadena Lapidary Society 

 
Fossils automatically attract attention.  Perhaps it is the marvel 
that one is seeing an object that is the physical representation of 
a living plant or animal from millennia in the past.  As the conti-
nents broke off from the original Supercontinent life forms were 
carried to all parts of the world.  Seabeds are now far above the 
ocean level.  Lush forests are now over a mile high in places like 
Colorado where mastodon fossils are found today - fallen so 
long ago by climate changes or predators.  With our attraction to 
fossils comes the modern predator - the fossil forger!  
 
Morocco is an abundant source for fossil trilobites, ammonites, 
orthoceras, starfish and other extinct species - and there are 
great fossils from Morocco to be had at shows such as Quartz-
site and Tucson!  The fossils are in hard rock, uplifted from the 
ancient sea floor into mountains in the Moroccan desert.  In this 
uplifting, and the process of extracting the  fossils from the rock,  
they are often broken.  To extract an intact fossil takes about 100 
hours of labor, while to create a fossil from fragments takes only 
about 5 hours. 
 
The most abundant fossils in this area are Trilobites from the 
Calymenidae family.  Fragments are so plentiful that they are not    
always worth faking the entire fossil.  One method of creating a 
trilobite fossil is to take fragments of various body parts and 
assemble them to recreate a whole image.  In this case the 
seams are evident or the glue is made to seem like rock matrix, 
as in the photo below.  If you are knowledgeable one can tell that 
the body parts are out of proportion to the others.  

Large trilobite fossils in matrix are sometimes made by taking 
real rock matrix, hollowing out a cavity, and placing a resin 
trilobite cast into the cavity.  In some of these fakes the out-
line of the cavity is still present on the matrix (photo above).  
In others lines, imitating the carving marks on the rock     
matrix, are scratched through the perimeter of the resin cast. 
 
One attractive fossil plate (rock slab below) that Iõve seen at 
shows is an assembly of various species of extinct sea crea-
tures on the same plate.  These are almost always fake, as its 
nearly unheard of to have different species living together in 
such close proximity as to be fossilized together after death. 

The generally expressed opinion of those experienced in  
Moroccan fossils is that most of the fabrication involves the 
Trilobite.  Those fossils of Orthoceras and Ammonite, which 
are typically sold polished, are real.   Sources include: fakefos-

sils.webs.com/fakemoroccanfossils.htm, paleodirect.com/
faketrilobites1.htm, fossilmuseum.net/collect/fake-trilobites.htm, 
ukafh.co.uk/fake-fossils-part-2-moroccan. 


