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This monthõs field trip is to the famous Himalaya Tourmaline Mine near 
Lake Henshaw in San Diego County. The Empress Dowager Cixi of China 
(1835 -1908) loved pink tourmaline and bought large quantities for  
gemstones and carvings from the then new Himalaya Mine.   
 
Tourmalines are gems with an incomparable variety of colors. The      
reason, according to an old Egyptian legend, is that the tourmaline, on 
its long journey up from the center of the Earth, passed over a rainbow. 
In doing so, it assumed all the colors of the rainbow. And that is why it 
is still referred to as the 'gemstone of the rainbow' today. The name 
tourmaline comes from the Singhalese words 'tura mali'. In translation, 
this means something like 'stone with mixed colors'.  
 
 
Photo used with the permission of the Gemological Institute of America.  Read more 
about tourmaline at:  www.gia.edu/tourmaline-quality-factor 
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Program Meetings: 6:45 - 8:45 PM 
on the third Tuesday of each month  
at the Pasadena Central Library at 
285 E. Walnut Street. Doors open 
at 6pm.  Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month. Refer to the bulletin and 
website for date, location and info.  
 
Workshop:  The use of the clubôs 
equipment is available to members 
from 9am to 5pm on the 2nd Sun-
day of each month in our shop at 
123 E. Montecito Ave., Sierra 
Madre. There are two sessions - 
from 9am to 1pm and 1pm to 5pm. 
Equipment proficiency is required 
and instruction is free. Fees are $3 
per session or $5 for a full day. 
Bring lunch! 

 

Membership per calendar year is only 
$20, $15 for a second adult member in 
the same house.  Junior members and 
the third or more members at the same 
house are $10. Initiation fee is $2.00 
per person and membership badges 
are $7.50. Renewals are due by the 
October General Meeting and delin-
quent after December 31st.  Mail 
checks for membership to P.O. Box 
5025, Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Website: pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
 
Email:  pasadenalapidary@aol.com  
 

Board Meetings: 7:15 PM on the first 
Thursday of the month at the Castel-
lano Building at 401 W Colorado Blvd 

Monrovia, CA. Map and directions 
are on the website. All members are 
welcome to attend! 

Safety:  Liability waivers, eye      
protection, closed-toe-flat-heel shoes 
and machinery safe-practices are 
mandatory for all participants. Work-
shops and field trips are for adult 
members and juniors with adult   
supervision.  

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 

107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair@aol.com 

Officers/Directors present: Marcia & 
Joe Goetz, Carolyn Duncan, Ed 
Imlay, Chris Kyte, Mark Nelson and 
Martha Wilson. Absent: Jennifer 
Jang, Trudy Krose, Elizabeth Wes-
ton and Linda Nelson. The Board 
voted to change the board meeting 
location to the Castellano Building. 
New members were approved and a 
picnic date set.  
 
 A full report of the meeting is avail-
able on the Member Tools page of 
the web site.  

     Mary Kirmil taught us about  
Plasma Jasper and Lou Alvarez of 
ABALONE KING introduced the 
world of jewelry made from Abalone 
Shell. 
     Ed Imlay, Chris Kyte and Mark 
Nelson had items to display on the 
display table and Rex Nishimuraôs 
strange rock from April was identified 
as fossilized algae that surrounds a 
petrified wood branch. ð- The dis-
play table is for members to show 
items they have collected at recent 
field trips or in their travels. Bring 
rocks and minerals for identification!  

April  Meeting  

Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 914-5030 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Martha Wilson, Vice President 
(626) 798-9085                          

marthaansley@gmail.com 
 

Linda Nelson, CPA 
Secretary/Treasurer 

(909) 592-1322 
(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

May  Board Meeting                 
by Linda Nelson, Secretary 

 Presidentõs Message 

Dear Members,  
 
Here we are on the brink 
of summer! It won't be 
long till you are thinking 
of swimming in the pool, 
going to the beach or 

maybe a potluck in the park.  
 
Oh, yeah, a picnic in the park, that's what 
we're going to do. Like the last two picnics 
we have had we will enjoy the company of 
other club members and soak up some 

sun while we dine on wonderful food!  
 
Throughout the bulletin you will find 
more information on our upcoming 
events.  
 
June is when school is out, but for 
rockhounds there is always time to 
explore how-to videos and books or 
magazines on creating new jewelry or 
explore the characteristics of your  
favorite gemstone.  
 
The Pasadena Lapidary Society has a 
library with many books that can be 

checked out. Jennifer Jang has done a 
marvelous job of getting it organized. The 
library is housed at the workshop, so take 
advantage of the education on lapidary 
specifics. Your local library can't offer as 
many lapidary books as we have! 
 
If you are going to the CFMS Show in 
Lodi, Iôll see you there.  Otherwise Iôm 
looking forward to seeing you all at the 
June program meeting! 
 

 éé.. Marcia 
               Marcia Goetz, President 
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Meeting and General Club Information 

The Annual Club Show is held the 
second weekend of March at the 
Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington 
Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card size 
ad is available for $99 per year or 
$10 per edition.  Submit text, logos, 
business card or other copy to the 
editor at the address or email listed 
on this page. 

May Program Meeting 
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     This month we will view a DVD by 
Nanz Aalund called Jewelry Workshop - 
Beginning Level.  It will show how to 
capture fragile images in a cold-
connection brooch. Techniques include 
'score and fold', bent-finger tabs, and 
internal saw cuts. Also shown will be 
how to make Braided Bezel Earrings.  
Solder with a hand-held butane torch 
and learn to flare tube rivets with a flex-
shaft, discover new uses for a pin-vise, 
an awl, flat nose pliers, and a bezel wire 
in this innovative project. Learn layout 
tricks and more.  ð- Come early at 6pm 
and enjoy coffee and refreshments by 
Trudy Kroseôs refreshments committee. 



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
On 04/30/15, Jennifer Nishimura and I participated 
in an "Open House" evening at Washington STEAM 
Magnet School in Pasadena. 
 
 To schedule my special educational presentation to 

your group or school contact me by phone at (626) 286-8215 or by email at 
edimlay@hotmail.com.  
 
Identification: Would you like to know the name of a rock you have      
acquired? Set it on the table at the rear of the meeting room with a note 
asking ñWhat is this?ò  
 
Display Table: For the Program meeting, please display any items of   
general interest, especially: workshop projects and items you collected at 
the field trip, or the monthôs birthstone.  For fun, wear something to the  
meeting containing this monthõs birthstones - Pearl, Moonstone or 
Alexandrite!   

      

Edõs Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

Sunshine:  Jodia McLeod and Ellen Farrell 
are fully recovered from their auto accidents 
and their rides are back in tip-top condition 
for our upcoming field trips! Joe Goetzô foot 
surgery was successful and he will be on 
light duty for the next month or so.  
 

Nadine Ishizu needs our help to convince the Waldorf School to 
preserve the historic Craftsman house her family built in the early 
1900's . See details on page 6.  
 
The Pasadena Lapidary  Society has a Sunshine Committee to send cards 
and words of comfort and support and congratulations to those members 
who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify Trudy Krose at 323-664-9598 
or by email at - mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 

Welcome  

New Members !! 
Welcome to our new members - Arlene Corcoran, a rock collector 
from La Habra; Dr. Stephanie Trat, a pharmacist from Arcadia and 
Sonia Schwartz, a nurse from Pasadena! 
 
  Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby! Invite your friends and 
neighbors to one of our monthly meetings to learn more about the 
Pasadena  Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
This Monthõs Workshop Program:   

 
This month, from 9am until noon, we will have a  
special class to explain to our new members how to 
select a stone or slab to make a cabochon and how 
to trim and polish it.  For the full day some of our 
Kingsley North polishing machines will be reserved 
for 2015 new members, who will also have first use of 

the trim and slab saws.  The rest of the saws and polishers will be available 
for members to work on their on-going projects.  Any 2015 member who has 
not attended the orientation will be able to do so and to sign the liability 
waivers.  If you are a new member, and will attend the class, please let me 
know so that we have enough materials on hand. Call me at (909) 593-2781 
or by email at gem.quest@verizon.net. 
 
Note: With all of our rock saws in good working order I am looking for   
members to sign up to be a docent, or helper, in the saw room. This person 
will keep track of saw cuts and will help to make sure that all members get a 
chance to use the saws.  Please contact me if you are interested.     

Carolyn Duncan 
Workshop Chair 

Meeting Refreshments:  
 
Program Meeting Refreshments ñ Thanks 
to Mona Ross, Ed and Corinne Imlay for 
Mayôs refreshments! Leona & Olivia Jaeger 

and Davis Coghill have volunteered for the June meeting! 
 
To volunteer to bring light refreshments Ð Contact me at 
(323) 664-9598 or by email at mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 
éé. éé.. Trudy Krose  

ROCK OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION   
 Linda Nelson will share her appreciation for    
AMETHYST! Come and hear about this amazing 
rock at the rock-of-the-month talk! To be scheduled 

to talk about an interesting rock or mineral please sign up at the 
monthly meeting or email Martha Wilson. 
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Who comes with summer to this earth, 
And owes to June her hour of birth, 

With ring of agate on her hand 
Can health, wealth, and long life command. 

 éé.. Gregorian Calendar 

 

Follow us on Twitter!  
 

https://twitter.com/pasalapidary 

MEETING ROOM DONATED ð A heartfelt Thank You to Victor 
Castellano for donating the use of his building in Monrovia for our 
board and committee meetings! 

PLS Picnic In The Park  
When: Sunday, June 28th. Set up at 11am, lunch at 1pm  
Where: Arcadia Park - 405 S Santa Anita Ave, Arcadia, CA 91006  
To Bring: Bring a cooler, your lawn chair and a dish to share. Contact 
Trudy Krose or come to the Workshop or Program Meeting to sign up to 
bring things!  See the information flyer on the web site! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agate
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Lapidary Club Special 
Tune any piano - in your home or business - for only $99.   
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The Drought And Its Affects On We 
Rockhounds 

By Paolo Sanchez, age 15 
 
In the past few years, we Californians have experi-
enced - and still are experiencing - the worst drought 

in 1,200 years.  Our lakes have been turned to rivers, our rivers turned 
to creeks, and water has never been more valuable. The drought today 
is an obvious sign that all of us have to conserve water and save every 
drop. The average American family consumes about 400 gallons of 
water a day, but if we take into account the many gallons that are 
wasted by a leaky faucet or pipe, then we use about 600 gallons of 
water a day, which is a fifty percent increase of water consumption.  
 
What does this mean for us rockhounds?  Surprisingly, with all of the 
negative effects of the drought, there are a couple of advantages that 
the drought gives to us rockhounds.  In the field, while searching for a 
good stone, one might stumble upon a river, lake or a large body of 
water that is said to obtain many nice specimens. However, a 
rockhound might find it difficult to collect the. stones, for the 
current might sweep him or her away, and all of the good 
specimens are kept deep underwater, where only divers can 
collect them. Since there is now a drought, rivers might dry 
up, and lake beds would appear, revealing the many nice 
stones that couldn't be obtained prior to the drought.  
 
As a benefit for those who like to go gold panning, since a 
lot of the river is dried up, gold-bearing gravel and bedrock 
are exposed, making it easier to dig. Finally, for those    
people who take collecting trips to the desert, there would be 
less of a chance for flash floods to happen, making the trip 
less stressful, and giving more opportunities to search in 
canyons and ravines! 
 
Editorôs Note:  Paolo Sanchez is an energetic and inquisitive 
Junior Member of our Society.  Paolo was voted the 2014 
Junior Rockhound Of The Year by the members. 

Mysterious Metal Balls Found on Ocean Floor 
By Macrina Cooper-White,  New York Mineralogical Club 

 

What are those things?  
 
Scientists dredging the seafloor in the Atlantic Ocean several hundred 
miles east of Barbados in January were surprised when their sled got 
snagged ï and, after freeing it from the seafloor, even more surprised 
at what it brought up. The sledôs nets were filled with heavy metal orbs 
ranging in size from golf balls to softballs. Images captured by the sled 
showed an entire field of what turned out to be manganese nodules ï 
researchers say itôs the largest such deposit ever found in the Atlantic. 
 
ñManganese nodules are found in all oceans,ò Dr. Colin Devey, a  
geologist at the GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research in 
Kiel, Germany and the expeditionôs chief scientist, said in a written 
statement. ñBut the largest deposits are known to occur in the Pacific. 
Nodules of this size and density in the Atlantic are not known.ò The 
nodules were found during a 42-day expedition through January 26 
aboard the German research vessel SONNE, which explored the 

ocean    between South America and Africa, Live Science reported.  
Some of the nodules may date back as far as 10 million years, as they 
tend to grow one to five millimeters every million years. That means 
they may provide insight into Earthôs ancient environmental past, ac-
cording to the researchers.  
 
As to how the nodules form, the researchers said thatôs still a bit of a 
mystery. Along with manganese, the nodules consist of copper, nickel 
and cobalt ï and may contain the rare earth elements used in smart 
phones and other high-tech electronics. For that reason, theyôre raising 
a debate over the risks and potential for deep-sea mining.  
 
ñMany questions about potential ore mining in the deep sea, however, 
are still unanswered,ò Dr. Matthias Haeckel, a GEOMAR researcher 
who is coordinating a three-year project to explore the potential envi-
ronmental impact of deep-sea mining, said in a written statement. ñWe 
should get to know the deep sea better before we start to change it on 
potentially large scale.ò    
 
 
Source: The Huffington Post from February 19, 2015 via the bulletin of the New York 
Mineralogical Club. 

Heading to Utah this summer?  
Stop at Love The Art Rock Shop at the north 
exit of I-15 in Beaver. The family discovered 
Picasso Stone and they have a large supply, in 
addition to hand carved stone sculptures that 
range in size from your table top to a main 
room attraction, gifts, jewelry, rough and pol-
ished opal, deer creek fire agate, and Picasso 
Stone. Enjoy a cup of coffee or smoothie!  
ð Let them know you are with the Lapidary Society for a special dis-
count! 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM Thurs-Mon. 1361 N 300 W St, Beaver, UT 

Deer Creek Fire Agates 


